


In Tudor tim
es people w

ore very different 
clothes to clothes w

e w
ear today.

Today w
e can w

ear clothes m
ade from

 
synthetic fabric

such as nylon, polyesterand 
acrylic.  These fabrics are m

ade using 
chem

icals.  They are hard w
earing and easy 

to w
ash.                                                                   

O
ur clothes are easy to fasten, using zips, 

poppers
and velcro.



In Tudor tim
es there w

ere no synthetic
fabrics.  A

ll Tudor clothes w
ere m

ade 
from

 only natural fabrics
–

fabrics that 
cam

e from
 anim

als or plants.

These fabrics included:                 
w

ool, silk, leather, satin. Velvet and  
fur (from

 anim
als)

cotton
and

hessian from
 plants.

R
ich Tudor people (R

oyal, Lords and 
N

oblem
en, rich m

erchants) w
ore 

clothes that w
ere cut and sew

n 
together very carefully into eye-
catching shapes and designs.

The fabrics (silk, cotton, fur) cam
e 

from
 far aw

ay countries and so w
ere 

very expensive.  The clothes took a 
long tim

e to m
ake –

som
etim

es up to 
12 w

eeks.



R
ich and im

portant Tudor m
en w

ore all these 
expensive clothes to show

 they w
ere rich and 

im
portant.                                                             

They w
ore:

Linen cotton shirt: 
chem

ise

H
ose

(long socks)                                                

D
oublet(padded jacket 

w
ith detailed designs)

Trunk H
ose orB

reeches
(trousers)

R
uff(frilled neck collar)

C
ape

(m
ade 

from
 anim

al fur 
or cotton velvet)

Velvet H
at



This portrait of H
enry VIIIshow

s him
 

w
earing very expensive clothes that 

only the richest people in England 
could buy.

H
is Padded D

oublethas little cuts in it, 
called slashes, w

hich allow
ed the sm

all 
puffs of the w

hite linen shirt 
underneath to be pulled through and 
m

ake an interesting design.                  
It also has real jew

els, such as 
Sapphires

and R
ubies

sow
n into it.

H
enry’s coat has huge, w

ide shoulders 
w

hich have been padded
w

ith       
w

hale bone
and cotton stuffing.       

The coat is trim
m

ed at the edges w
ith 

the dark brow
n fur of m

ink.

These clothes and all the padding 
m

ade H
enry look very strong, pow

erful 
and w

ealthy
–

w
hich is how

 a king had 
to look if he w

anted people to obey him
 

and do w
hat he said!


