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8  Why do you think Clive Simcox was a bully?

9 When you see someone being bulied how do you feel?

10 Why did the world seem ‘full of heroes'?
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TesT 18: Comprehension

1 The Second World War.

2 He let him win at marbles; he
lent him his wicket keeper's
gloves; he gave him his best
stamp.

3 Everyone knew when he
arrived at school with grazed
knees, dirt on his blazer and
red eyes from crying.

4 He believed this because the
boy's father was an electrician
rather than being at the front
line.

5 Child's own answer

6 He worked in a button factory.
7 Child's own answer
8 He was hiding his
embarrassment about the fact
that his father haon't gone off
1o fight in the war.
9 Child's own answer
10 Most men were going offto
fight in the war, and those who
died were thought of as
heroes.
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Hurricane Summer by Robert Swindells
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Funny things, friendships. They tend to
come and go, but most people have a
special friend who stands out among all
the others. I'm lucky - I've got two. One of
them’s been dead a long time now, but it
doesn’t matter — he’ll always be my friend.
As for the other .. well, as I said,
friendships are funny. Best thing I can do is
tell you about them.

The Second World War was on and I was
ten. 1 was an only child. My dad had been
killed the previous autumn serving with
the Navy. Mum said I must always
remember that my dad had been a hero,
and 1 knew he had, that was the trouble.

You see, I wasn't a hero. Far from it.
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an electrician in the Navy. I don’t know
what his work was exactly, but it had to do
with electrical circuits and that sort of
thing. Anyway, Clive had latched on to this
and sometimes he’d say, “He was nothing
special, you know, your dad. He wasn’t a
gunner or a torpedo man. He didn’t kill any
Germans. He was just an electrician,
mending fuses and changing lightbulbs
while other fellows did the fighting.” This
would be in the playground or on the street
and he’d say it at the top of his voice so
everyone could hear, and all the time he'd
be pushing me - shoving me in the chest
so that 1 had to keep stepping backwards.
He was goading me of course - trying to
‘make me fight, but I was too scared. Red-
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There was this lad at school. Clive
Simcox. He was the same age as me - we
were in the same class - but Clive was
taller and heavier, and for some reason that
summer he started picking on me. I didn’t
like fighting so I was forever trying to
please him. I let him win at marbles and
lent him my wicket keeper’s gloves. I even
gave him my best stamp - a Guadeloupe
triangular — but it was no use. He'd still
ambush me on the way home from school
and bash me up. He used to wait for me in
the mornings too, and trip me as I ran past.
I'd arrive at school with grazed knees and
dirt on my blazer and red eyes from crying,
and everybody would know Clive had had
another go at me.

He used to make remarks about my Dad,
which was even worse. Before the war Dad
had been an electrician, so they made him
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faced with shame, I'd retreat till he got
bored and went off to bother somebody
else.

I despised myself. I'd think, what sort of
kid doesn’t stick up for his dead father?
Defend his honour? If I was half the hero
Dad was, I'd stand up to Simcox and punch
him on the nose, even if he bashed me up
after ... When it came to it - when he was
actually there in front of me with his red
face and mocking eyes - I'd either try to
run or let him hit me to get it over. I was
ashamed of myself but I couldn’t help it.

Funniest thing was, Simcox senior
wasn't even in the forces. He worked in a
button factory, but I daren’t bring that up
when Clive was tormenting me. Shows
how scared I was, and believe me it’s no
joke being a coward when the world seems
full of heroes.
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Answer these questions about the extract.

1
2

In which war had the boy's father died?

List the three ways the boy tried to please Clive Simcox.

How did everyone know when Clive had bullied the boy?

Why did Clive Simcox believe the boy's father ‘was nothing special”?

In your own words describe why the boy ‘despised” himseff.

What did Clive Simcox's dad do during the war?

How do you think Clive Simcox felt while bullying the boy?





