RE - 8.6
How is the Kingdom Of God Portrayed in Parables
	Jesus told lots of stories that start: ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is like …’



I wonder what your idea of heaven is?

Read the following bible passages and answer the related questions.
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Questions
	· How do you feel about this story? 


		· What do you think Jesus meant? 

	




		· Is the feast Heaven? Is the banquet Earth? Are they metaphors? 

· Why do the rich and successful people not come? 

· Is everyone welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven?

 
· Would everyone listening to Jesus be happy with His story?


Read the following parable.
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Which of the two parables did you like the most? Why?
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Luke 14:12-24 New International Version (NIV)

12Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do
not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, o your
rich nelghbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you wil be
repald. 15 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
Iame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay
you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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The Parable of the Great Banquet
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he sald to Jesus,
"Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

16Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and
invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to
tell those who had been invited, "Come, for everything is now ready.’

18"But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, T have just
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’

18" Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my
way to try them out, Please excuse me.’

20°still another said, ' just got married, so I can't come.’

21"The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the
owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.’

275/ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is
still room.’

2"Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country
Tanes and compel them to come in, 5o that my house will be full 21 tell
you, not one of those who were Invited will get a taste of my banquet.”
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Matthew 21:33-46 New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Tenants

33"Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to
another place. 3 When the harvest time approached, he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.

35"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and
stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the
first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 3 Last of all, he
sent his son to them. "They will respect my son, he said.

38"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is
the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.” 39 So they took
him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

40"Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?”

41"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the
crop at harvest time.”

42]esus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

the Lord has done this,
and it is marvelous in our eyes'=1?

43" Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 4 Anyone who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be
crushed."ts]

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they
knew he was talking about them. 4 They looked for a way to arrest him,
but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a
prophet.




