Comprehension

The Sands of Dee
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1 "0 Mary, go and call the cattle home,

2 And call the cattle home,

3 And call the cattle home

4 Across the sands of Dee";

5 The western wind was wild and dank with foam,
6 And all alone went she.

7 The western tide crept up along the sand,

8 And o'er and o'er the sand,

9 And round and round the sand,

10 As far as eye could see.

11 The rolling mist came down and hid the land:
12 And never home came she.
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13 "Oh! is it weed, or fish, or floating hair--
14 Atress of golden hair,

15 A drownéd maiden's hair

16 Above the nets at sea?

17 Was never salmon yet that shone so fair
18 Among the stakes on Dee."

19 They rowed her in across the rolling foam,

20 The cruel crawling foam,

21 The cruel hungry foam,

22 To her grave beside the sea:

23 But still the boatmen hear her call the cattle home
24 Across the sands of Dee.

Charles Kingsley
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Answer these questions about the poem.

1 What was Mary asked to do?

2 When Mary set off, what was the weather lie?

3 “The rolling mist came down and hid the lanc
What image does this line conjure up in your mind?

4 Copy the line in the poem that informs us of Mary's death

5 Why do you think the sea foam is described as cruel?

6 Where was Mary buried?

7 Which word in the poem means damp or moist?
8 What does ‘o'er’ mean?

9 How do you think Mary felt when she was sent out to the sands of Dee?
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10 Describe how this poem makes you fee!
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Test 8: Comprehension

1 Mary was asked to call the
cattle home.

2 There was a wild wind when
Mary set off.
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3 Child's own answer

4 'A drowned maiden’s hair’

5 The sea is described as cruel,
as it was the sea in which
Mary died.

6 Mary was buried beside the
sea.

7 dank

8 over

9 Child's own answer
10 Child's own answer




