History Year 6
Use the following web sites to research the Shang dynasty.
Go to the following website and watch the video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3jXyXhIR9s

Now do your own research into the Shang dynasty using the following websites.
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Shang-Dynasty/353765
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/shang_dynasty.php
https://kids.kiddle.co/Shang_Dynasty

Focus on one aspect eg religion, everyday life, Gods and Kings, craftsman and present your findings in any way you want or/and answer the questions below.
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6. What was found in the first official archacological dig in Anyang?

7. What type of bones were used as oracle bones?

8. Who wrote questions on the oracle bones? Why?

9. How did the king recieve an answer to his question?

10. What else was discovered about the Shang dynasty from the oracle bones?
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Draqgon Bones Mustery Cracked

Dragon Bones in Medicine
Inthe 19%h century,taditonal Chinese medicine incuded the use of ‘dragon bones which were ground up and
used in tonics and reams to treat lnesses and soothe wounds. These ‘ragon bones’ had been dug up and re-
buried by Chinese farmersfor thousands of years before ther beleved medicinal benefis were explored.

Dragons have had a specil signficance i Chinese cultre for a very long time and they are recognised as a
symbol of power and good fortune. Tradionaly it was believed that dragons coud control natural elements
e the rain, and consecquently they were worshipped in orcer to ensure the welcbeing of the people.

Wang Yirongs Discovery
In AD 1889, Wang Yirong, who was the chancellor of the Imperial Academs in Befing and  collctor of ancent
(Chinese bronzes, bought a rumber of ‘dragon bones. Wang and hs frend Lu E examined some of the dragon
bones and discovered that the bones had wriing on them which matched the witing found on Wangs bronazes
They worked out that the banes were not actually dragon bones after ll but were, what we now know as,
oracle bones.

After Wangs death in AD 1900, his son sod the bones to L E who went on 10 study them further and took
rubbings of the wriing, In 1903, Liu E published  book containing picures of the ubbings which became very
popular: people longed to find out more about the interesting oracie bones

Although a man called Luo Zheny had discovered the main source of the oracle bones a Anyang in 1908, i«
wes not unti 1928 that ofclal archaologicl digs began in the area. Around 20,000 fragmenss of orac bone
were dug up and ancient tombs were evealed. This was the st offcial proof that the ancient Shang dynasty
had actually existed.

The Oracle Bones.

The Oracle Bones were found to be the scapulae (houlder bones) of oxen and other animals,or the plastrons
bellyshels) of turtles. These bones were used because they are large and flat and they provided a perfect
writing suface

Inthe earler Shang priod, prists would write th kings quesions onto the bones, bt later i the ea, the king
imsef took over the role, writing hs own questons. The questions were asked of the royal ancestors whom
the Shang beleved ived on as sirs n th aftelfe and could guide and Instruck them on important matters.

After the questions were written, a heated metal rod was inserted into the bone which caused i o crack. The
king would then interpre. the cracks s the answer o his queston. Thi procedure is called.‘pyromancy’ which
means ‘eling the future with fire.

The discovery of the oracie bones was crucial in helping us to learn about the fascinating ancient Shang
cuisaion. Wrking on the bones also provided records about Shang If, polics and a comlte st of al the
Shang kings. I is certainly fortunate that thir true nature was revealed before many more were ground into
dragon bone medicine.
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Now answer the questions in as much detail as you can.

. What were 'dragon bone’ medicines used for in traditional Chinese medicine?

Why do you think ‘dragon bones’ were used in traditional Chinese medicine?

What did Wang Yirong notice about the ‘dragon bones?

What happened to Wang's dragon bones when he died?

Why do you think Liu E took rubbings of the writing on the oracle bones?





