Reading comprehension – WW2 The Blitz
The answers are attached at the end but try not to peek until you have finished your work. 
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eptembier 28, 194C Londan, England

Fhe Geunans ase attaching cuesy night new. We dex’t need an.
lafasm clock — the sisens ase eux wake up call. We fucw that when
they seund, ' time fox wash. Cux hespital is e the Piccadilly
Line, tue steps up frem eus apastment in Covent Gasden. Qs we
pass thseugh the statiens ef the Lenden Undesgsaund, we sce
fundseds of pecple huddled in ilanficts and fazxes. Hews they can
slesp, Tl neves hnew! Fhe cusieus thing i, these ase ua.childsen
ameng them. Cue of e saddest things alicut wa is that there ase.
faxdly any childsen (eft in Landen. @t fixst, T thaught peshiaps
they'd lecn filled. But ey ase safe and seund, fax away in the
ceuntsyside, euacuated frem the bembs and destructicn.

[Scptembir 29,1940 Eandan, England

7 veceived a lettes from fieme this mesning. Ma and Fa ave deeply.
| cancesned afeut the sepests ceming euex the Qelantic. Amesica
seems (i ancthex wasld away. Semetimes J lang fex cux

| peaceful fasn in Qlabiama. But I fneus my. wash is much needed.
| freve.

e English neves fail e suxprise me. J treated @ man yesterday.

| whie fiad Cest fis fiewse in the latest attach. Last meath, i sistex.

and fiex family wese filled. e was sad, ef caurse, but stxangely.

| apleat e Thore s geat deal o connaity spii and

| selidavity fire. The wa fias breught cvevgene together. She
English seem detesmined te. ot affeus Hiles tocrush theis masale.

Septemlien 30,1940 Landan, England

Welt, that was the wesst niglit yet! The wasd feing used fese e
descrite the fembing is ‘Btz which means lightning. J can
wndexstand why new! T was tevified te fe fenest. The oy was
full of planes, bembs depping all axeund. Gt fivst the Gesmans
wexe taxgeting just industsial sies, life the docks and factasies,
fut e they ase delifiesately bamfing cvilians. Euen the fiespital
st safe! (@t aeut Jaum, thete was an almighty cxash, Gife
thundes, en the cast wing. Thie windaws of the wasd shattesed. My
nstinct as @ nusse was te get these to fielp, to see if anyone was
fust. Thankfully, the fespital was oGl standing, fut a seus of
feuses next te it had suffered a disect fit. Vet ane fiouse semained.
intact. These was nething I ceuld. do.wntil the fixemen and aix vaid
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" Questions — World War Two Diaries: The Blitz
1)  Whywere people sleeping in the Underground stations? (2).

2) Why did home life seem like “another world away? (3)

3) Whywould the Germans bomb industrial targets? ()

4) Whatimpact did the Germans hope they would have by bombing. 2 ()

5)  “Thewesd being wsed fese te. desesifc the bambing is “Blit=’ whiich means lightning. J can undexstand whiy new”
‘Why does the writer understand this now? (1)

6) What do the pictures show? (2)

77)  What words show that the English people were strong in the face of the attacks? (3)





image3.png
Answers — World War Two Diaries: The Blitz

1)  Whywere people sleeping in the Underground stations? (2)
Provide marks for answers that refer to it being a safe place; and for people to escape the bombing.
2) Why did home life seem like “another world away”? (3)

Provide marks for three separate points such as the contrast between a city and a farm; a land at peace and a land at war; or other
relevant points such as home was in another country; her family wasn't with her.

3) Why would the Germans bomb industrial targets? (2)
Provide a mark for an answer that refers to the destruction of factories making weapons to be used in war.

4) Whatimpact did the Germans hope they would have by bombing civilians? (1)
Provide marks for answers that refer to the English people losing support o the war.
5)  “dhie word being wsed fiese te describe the bembing is “Blit=? which means lightning. J can anderstand whiy new!”
‘Why does the writer understand this now? (1)
The skies were lit up by the bombs, like the sky on a stormy night.
6) What do the pictures show? (4)
‘A milkman delivers the milk whilst firemen English children are being evacuated away
‘put out the fires of the previous night’s from London to escape the bombing.
attack. This shows that e goes on, despite h
the war.

7)  What words and phrases show that the English people were strong in the face of the attacks? (3)

There are plenty to choose from in the paragraph that begins The English never fail to surprise me. These could include
‘community spirit, solidarity’ and upbeat.




