Risk Assessment to consider for start of term 1, September 2021
Those who may be harmed from COVID 19 in our school: Staff , pupils, visitors and contractors.
	Identified potential risk
	Rating
	                                    Measures put in place
	Revised rating

	Children/adults who are unwell  and those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does attends school
	High
	Communicate to parents and staff that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, informs us, do not attend school and follows guidance to self-isolate. Inform school when able to return safely.
	Low

	Germs can be passed on through touching surfaces and  other people.
	High
	· Cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered.
· Cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents.
	Low

	Adults and children spread germs through coughing and sneezing.
	High
	All adults and children, follow the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.


	Low

	All the children returning, coming into school from different households bringing germs and greater risk of infection for all. Children mixing at break and lunchtimes finding it impossible to social distance at 1 metres will create a high risk situation.
	High
	Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as classroom layout, number of people in each room ensuring social distancing is adhered to when possible) and timetables (such as staggered start times, break times & lunchtimes). 
	Low

	 A child, young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in their setting and needs direct personal care until they can return home.
	High
	A fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then disposable gloves, a disposable apron and a fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising adult. Child will be moved to wait outside school office and supervised until parents arrive. 
	Low

	Clinically extremely vulnerable individuals coming into school.
	High
	If clinically extremely vulnerable individuals are advised not to work outside the home when advised to then the school will support this. 
Shielding advice will change on 1st August https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19

	Low

	A child or a member of staff lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) and comes into school.
	Low
	If a child or a member of staff lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), including those who are pregnant, they can attend school.
	Low


In our Planning and organising we have considered the following:

· Updated risk assessment and other health and safety advice for children, young people and staff in light of recent government advice, identifying protective measures.
· This risk assessment has been made in line with the government guidance for schools returning in September.
· Ensured that all health and safety compliance checks have been undertaken before opening.
· All procedures have been discussed with staff at inset and will be discussed with all volunteers.
· Organised safe space markings on floor for parents to maintain distance during waiting times. Parents encouraged to still maintain distance.
· If a child feels unwell and has symptoms, parents will be called immediately; the child will be sat outside the office supervised. Parents will be told the child can not return until they have had a Covid19 test and it comes back negative. 
· If a child displays symptoms at home, parents should not send the children into school, arrange a test and isolate the household until a negative result has been received and the child can return to school. The same applies for staff.
· If a member of a household tests positive, the school strongly encourages parents and carers not to send their children into school, even if they are not displaying symptoms themselves. 
· Staff will be encouraged to test twice a week with Lateral Flow tests and report results to the school office and log them online. If the test comes back positive, the staff member is to isolate and book a PCR test.
· Information symptoms can be found at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
September 2021 Amended Plan

We  recognise that the Government’s decision to end restrictions relating  to Covid 19 and to provide new guidelines to schools, which include the removal of the  need for ‘class bubbles’, will make control of the virus at Charing more difficult. On the other hand we recognise the positive impact to other areas of our work by the decision to ease controls and that the national situation, including the vaccine programme, have significantly reduced the potential of serious illness and death being the consequence of “catching” Covid 19. We therefore recognise that the virus remains a serious but  reduced threat to health and all reasonable efforts will be taken to prevent its spread. Bearing all this in mind  we are still going to act  cautiously whilst trying to bring some of the old normality back into school life. 
When classes come together in the school hall (for lunch or collective worship) the classes will be socially distanced. 
Classes will play on separate playgrounds at playtimes. All classes will be ventilated as fully as possible. 
If there is a positive case in a class, we will not close a bubble but after a second infection within the same time frame, the school will contact Public Health England for advice and if they recommend  closure of the class that is what we will do. If there is a positive case in the class, we will encourage parents to ensure their children are tested. 

Although current guidance states that if there is a positive case within a household the other members do not need to isolate, unless they are showing symptoms, we as  a senior leadership team, would strongly urge parents and carers to isolate their children if there is a positive case within the household to help prevent the spread, although at the moment we cannot enforce this. 
Staff who live with someone who tests positive will be asked to isolate and will be in regular consultation with the SLT regarding a return date. If a return  is agreed before the 10 day isolation period is up a negative PCR test will be expected to be returned.
There will be no staggered start at the beginning of the day with all children starting school at the same time although this will be kept under review.

All children are expected in school from 8.40 (with registration closing at 8.55); children in Rabbits, Squirrels and Otters are expected to enter through the Gate nearest the Key Stage 1 building and children in Foxes and Owls (Key Stage 2) are expected to enter through the main office gate. Children in Rabbits, Squirrels and Otters class will finish school at 3.10pm and children in Foxes and Owls will finish at 3.15pm. All children will be dismissed from the playground.

Parents will be expected to pick their children up from the playground and will enter the playground via the far gate next to the cemetery as was the case last year. The gate will open just before 3.10pm and there will be no staggered entrance for parents. However, parents will be expected to spread out when waiting and we will still only allow 1 parent/carer per family to pick up and drop off the children. We will also ask parents and carers to not arrive early or to congregate in close groups when picking up and dropping children off. It will be  up to the judgement of each adult whether they wear a mask or not when entering the school premises but we will request parents to respect staff’s wishes if they are asked to wear one during a parent/staff member meeting.

Staff are not expected to wear masks but can do so if they wish and it is encouraged that they do so if working closely with a child. 

Staff are encourage to test twice a week using Lateral Flow tests provided.

Staff are expected to follow the Aquila policy regarding vaccinations.

This risk assessment is subject to review and change according to school circumstances and changes to government advice  due the national situation regarding potential spread of corona virus.
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