15.10.21
Foxes English Homework

Please read the poem below then answer one of the sets of questions below. Set B is more of a challenge.

Remember that ‘stanza’ means lines that are grouped together. In this poem every four lines makes a stanza.
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QUESTIONS – A
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QUESTIONS – SET B

[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.png
The harvest moon,
Resting calmly among inky clouds.
He watches over flaxen fields of plenty,

Silently guarding.

He is full, in all his glistening glory;
A spherical crimson orb.
Over peaceful pastures, he hangs low

As ancient as the hills themselves.

By day, the plough and combine toil,
Gathering farmers’ yearly yield.
Golden ears wave;

Patiently waiting to fulfil their nourishing duty.

Our loyal lunar lookout,
His beams lend their gentle glow.
As the crisp autumn breeze whispers,

The annual crop basks in their radiance.
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The Harvest Moon

As the world slumbers, he is watchful,
Taking his protective task in hand.
The lazy, long, summer nights are over,

Autumn’s evensong is the twilight melody.

Each year he completes his labour,
Preserving the wholesome haul.
Without it, winter would be long and fruitless.
Without it, famine would fall.

The harvest moon,
Resting calmly among inky clouds.
He watches over flaxen fields of plenty,

Silently guarding.
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1. Which season is this poem about? Tick one.

spring
summer

autumn

[oXeoNeNe]

winter

2. Draw four lines and match each word to its meaning.

3. Give two examples of colours that are used in the poem.

4. Find and copy one word which shows that the harvest moon is old.

5. Find and copy twe examples of alliteration.
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6. Look at the third stanza.
Explain what is happening during the day.

7. Without it winter would be long and fruitless.
Without it famine would fall.
What do you think is meant by this?

8. What impression does the poem give you of the harvest moon?
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1. Look at the first stanza. Which word tells us that the sky is dark? Tick one.

O calmly
O inky
O flaxen
O harvest

2. Draw four lines and match each word to its synonym.

3. What time of year is the poem describing?

4. Find and copy two phrases from the poem that show that the harvest moon acts
as a guard.

5. A spherical crimson orb
What does this tell us about the harvest moon’s appearance?
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6. The poet uses personification throughout the poem.
Find two examples from the poem that show this.

7. Look at stanza six. The words ‘without it’ are repeated twice.
What is the purpose of repeating these words?

8. Gold ears wave;
Patiently waiting to fulfil their nourishing duty.
What is the meaning of this sentence?

9. Which poetic device is used in stanza six that does not appear in the rest of the poem?
Explain why you think this is.





