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Our children have continued to work incredibly hard this term and are thoroughly enjoying their
curriculum learning. It is fantastic to see all progress they have made since the start of this year and
the strides they have made in catching up on missed learning during periods of school closure.
We continue to support our children in discussions about the crisis in Ukraine both through
curriculum learning and in worship. Please see the guidance in this newsletter about ways to support
your child with these discussions at home.
It was wonderful to see our children dressed as book characters for World Book Day last week. We
continue to have reading as a focus in the school as it is the foundation for all learning. It is
important that children practise reading at home as well as at school; ideally children of all ages
should read at home every day. We also encourage parents and carers to read books to their children
even when they are in year 6 as this can help their understanding of more complex texts as well as
developing their love of books and reading.
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Angela Matthews
Consultant Headteacher
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It was very moving to see the children showing solidarity, understanding and empathy with
those from Ukraine, particularly children, who are suffering as result of the current conflict in
Eastern Europe. Today we have also prayed for an end to the fighting and for those suffering
around the world in other conflict zones. At the time of writing, we had raised over £300 for
UNICEF.
As we regain our sense of normal routine you may notice a few changes. We regularly take
account of what our children are thinking and we call this "pupil voice". From today and as a
result of "pupil voice", we will no longer be awarding "Star of the week" certificates in
celebration worship but instead a "Certificate of merit". These will run differently from "Star of
the week" as they will not be given out as regularly and they may be awarded to more than
one child in a class for demonstrating excellence within their work. The values certificate will
continue to be awarded as normal. I am glad to say that, on an invitation basis, parents will
again be invited back in the hall for celebration worship.
I am a little concerned that in the last few weeks standards of uniform and PE kit have started
to slip. As a result once a week staff will be carrying out a uniform (or PE kit) check and if
children are wearing the correct uniform they will be awarded a raffle ticket. These will be
drawn every Thursday at the end of worship. Prizes will be given to the winners but only if they
are wearing the correct uniform on that day as well!
Have a good weekend,
Mr Bird

Class events are back!
We are delighted to be able to start inviting parents back in
to school to see what your children have been learning and to
take part in an activity with your children. Please see details
of dates below.
Squirrels Class

Otters Class

Tuesday 22nd March 2:30pm

Wednesday 30th March 2:30pm

Owls Class

Foxes Class

Tuesday 29th March 2:30pm

Thursday 31st March 2:30pm
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CELEBRATION COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Isabelle
Iris

Hugo
Olivia

Ellouise
Liam

Spencer P
Bonnie.H
Freddie-Joe
Faith
Roman
Pixie
Finley
Poppie
Spencer.C
Patrick Oliver
Connor

Prayer
Thank you, God, for the example of
Zacchaeus.

This week we have been thinking about the
story of Zacchaeus and how Jesus forgave him
for stealing from the people he met.
Zaccheaus then went on to say sorry for his
wrongs and repaid the money he had stolen.
We thought about how we could relate this to
our lives and ask Jesus to help us to forgive.

Help us to be kind and generous in
our neighborhoods and cities.
Thank you, God for forgiving us
and helping us to forgive.
Amen.
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Conversations with children about the invasion of Ukraine
3 reasons to talk to children about what is happening in Ukraine
1. To help children process difficult emotions that may arise.
Although it might seem like a good idea to avoid an in-depth discussion to thwart increased anxiety or
alarm, evidence suggests that having a supportive discussion about a stressful event can actually decrease
distress. Children in families that are more expressive perceive less threat related to a stressor. Having
these conversations provides you with the opportunity to help your child make sense of how they might be
feeling and to provide reassurance.
2. To combat misinformation.
In this age of ubiquitous access to news and media, children and teens have likely already been exposed to
some kind of information — pictures, video clips or news — about the invasion of Ukraine.
Unfortunately, there has been a surge of misinformation and purposeful disinformation shared on social
media apps routinely used by youth, such as TikTok and Snapchat. This makes it critical for parents and
educators to keep children informed of the Ukraine invasion based on reliable information from reputable
sources, and to provide opportunities for children to ask questions.
3. To model and encourage compassionate views towards others.
Talking to children about the war in Ukraine can model a compassionate view towards fellow humans,
regardless of distance or circumstance. Taking the time to talk with children about world events is an
opportunity to engage in perspective-taking and to emphasise the importance of understanding the
emotions, and contexts of others in a developmentally appropriate way. Asking a question such as “what
might someone else in this situation be feeling right now?” can support the growth of an empathic view of
other’s lives.
Children of different ages and maturity will have different levels of understanding and capacity for
processing the information unfolding in Ukraine.
Children under the age of five may have a very limited understanding of the conflict in Ukraine. If your
young child asks you a question about what is happening, you can provide them with simple information
they can relate to like showing them Ukraine on a map. Avoid providing more detail than requested.
For children of all ages, be mindful of exposure to news and media, especially violent or destructive
content. This is particularly paramount for young children who have a more limited ability to understand
what is happening. It is also important to minimise what young children overhear of adult conversations.
Most importantly, children need reassurance that adults will do everything they can to keep them safe.
Ultimately, by having these conversations, you show your child that you are willing and open to having
discussions, even when times are tough. This can help build a lasting foundation to talk about difficult
topics.
Our children are not the first generation of children to grow up with wars and distressing world events.
What is new is how this generation of young people are accessing and consuming news and world events.
It is important for children to be adequately informed and reassured by the adults they trust, and to be
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Useful
links : https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60554258 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60557186
Friendship Respect

Who should I contact if I need to
speak to someone about my child?
What is your query regarding?
 Learning progress, friendship problems, general questions about class
work/homework, general classroom behaviour.
Your first point of contact should always be your child’s class teacher. They
will communicate with our Inclusion Manager (Mrs Hammond) or FLO (Mrs
Nunn) if they feel there needs to be any additional support or advice. If
they cannot help with your request, they will liaise with Mr Bird or Mrs
Golden.
 Sensitive or private matters and emotional support.
Mrs Nunn is our Family Liaison Officer (FLO) and has a wealth of experience
in supporting families. Mrs Nunn will communicate with Mr Bird or Mrs
Golden where necessary.
 SEND, Medical, Attendance and Safeguarding
Mrs Hammond is our Inclusion Manager. Part of her role is to support
families with special educational needs. If you would like further
information, please drop in to our SEN Surgery, held on Fridays 1:15pm2:30pm. Where necessary, Mrs Hammond will communicate with Mr Bird,
Mrs Golden or a member of the DSL team.

Please contact Mrs Halliday/School Office if you would like to make an
appointment or request a phone call regarding any of the above.
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On Tuesday afternoon, Charing took part in the Ashford School
Games hockey competition. The year 3&4 team took part in the
morning and played amazingly well with goals galore, winning most
of their game and working together fantastically as a team. The year
5&6 team faced tough competition and showed great skill and
determination in all their games, displaying great defending skills
and attacking play. Well done Charing for this fantastic team effort!
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Games Club enjoyed
playing Tiddlywinks,
Connect 4 and Stix
this week.
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Club cancelled. Due to a staff
meeting, there will be NO clubs held
on Monday 21st March.

Do we have any parents who are green fingered?
Our Spiritual Garden is looking a little neglected
and needs a bit of upkeep. We would be very
grateful if a parent (or more!) could volunteer
some time to make it a usable space again. Please
email office@charing.kent.sch.uk if you can help.
As part of our ongoing work to keep children safe online, we are continuing to
share information about how to keep your children safe on social media apps
and online. This week’s poster about WHATSAPP is at the end of the
newsletter. Please continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and
access. If you need help with a specific app we have not highlighted yet, please
talk to Mrs Hammond.

SURGERY
With Mrs Hammond
Fridays 1:15pm – 2:30pm
Pop in if you have any SEN concerns
about your child, want any updates on
referrals or updates on how they are
doing in class.
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Charing Primary School Tuesdays
2:15-3:10pm term time only
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We will be fundraising for Red Nose Day on
Wednesday 16th March
Non-school uniform with children encouraged to wear
something red
Suggested donation £1
CHARING PRIMARY PTFA

FRIDAY 25th Mar 22
7.30PM-10PM(ish)

Coffee club

In Charing Primary School
Hall

With Mrs Nunn

Tickets £5 per person
from the school office or
on the door

Fridays 2:45pm
All parents welcome

To reserve a table:
email ptfa@charing.kent.sch.uk
or phone 01233 712277
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