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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

I hope you all had a great holiday from school. Upon our return the weather has made the week 
challenging but everybody has risen to the occasion and made it a really successful first week 
back, particularly for the children. A big well done is due to all for making the effort to come 
into school yesterday, I know it wasn't easy (I had a half hour diversion to get to school!) but 
thank you to everyone who made it. Due to the wind and rain yesterday, we sent children into 
school via the hall and this worked really well. When it is raining hard in the mornings, we will 
continue to do this from now on to avoid children and staff getting soaked. 
 
This week the Woodpeckers and Rabbits parent events took place, it was again great to see so 
many parents turn up and enjoy spending time with their children in the class setting. It was 
lovely for parents to see the school vision being lived out in practice with children developing, 
celebrating and enjoying their talents. Even though our vision and values are only eight weeks 
old, I feel they are really embedded within the school and I am seeing so much kindness and 
compassion amongst the children this year - it's great to see and makes me very proud. 

 

Now it's November, I will start mentioning the C word. You will have received an email from 
the PTFA regarding arrangements for the Christmas Fair. Below is a list of all the Christmas 
event coming up in December so you can put them in your diary now: 
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Christingle Service - 6th December 2pm 

Pantomime trip - 8th December 

Breakfast with Santa for EYFS and KS1 - 11th December 

KS2 Movie afternoon - 11th December 

Christmas Jumper Day - 12th December 

Christmas Fair - 12th December afternoon 

Christmas Church Service - 13th December 9.15am 

Christmas lunch - 13th December 

Ducklings and Rabbits nativity - 13th December 2.15pm and 14th December 9.30am 

Squirrels and Otters Christmas concert - 14th December 2pm and 15th December 9.30am 

 
There is an awful lot going on in December! 

 

Also, parents' evening is Wednesday 29th November, more information will be shared about 
that next week. 

 

This week we welcome Mrs Ball to the staff team in Squirrels and Mrs Hatley has become 
the teaching assistant in Badgers. The children have been very supportive in helping them 
settle into our school staff team. 
 
As I said last term, our attendance is an area we need to work hard at improving. Our current 
school attendance is way below where it needs to be. We need to ensure holidays, 
celebrations and treats are not happening during school time. I am however, delighted to 
say that out of the 164 children on the school roll, from Reception through to Year 6, we have 
48 children with 100% attendance. A big well done to the magnificent 48! Keep going 
everyone in improving your attendance. 
 

 

I hope we have a less windy weekend and it is drier so everybody can have a good time. 
Please can I ask, now that the weather has really changed that you send your children to 
school in warm and appropriate school clothing. Thank you. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Thomas Bird 

Head teacher 
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COLLECTIVE CELEBRATION 

WORSHIP 
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This week’s Worship has given us an opportunity to look at ordinary people 
who did extraordinary things because they lived out what they believed. What 
they achieved continues to influence our lives today through health care, 
through systems to support the most needy in society and through our 
education system. We all have better lives because of them and what they 
believed! 

We focused on: Florence Nightingale, with reference to John’s Gospel Chapter 
5 verse 12 and Doctor Barnado, with reference to Proverbs Chapter 31 verse 9. 
Both of these inspirational characters were ordinary people who created 
extraordinary achievements which improved the lives of many, many people 
and whose work still carries on, over 150 years since they were alive. 
 
We began by considering how tiny the pips inside an apple are, how tiny 
mustard seeds are but how they grow into great big trees, where birds make 
their home. 
I wonder…what this is telling us… From small beginnings big things can 
happen… 
Florence believed from an early age that God was calling her to live her life to 
help others. She became a nurse and was instrumental in the improvements in 
sanitation in hospitals and in the care given to sick people. She was known as 
the ‘lady with the lamp’ for all the compassion and care she gave to wounded 
soldiers in the Crimean war. 
 
Doctor Thomas Barnardo set up his first home for destitute boys who lived on 
the streets – later, homes for girls would follow. 
Children had lived like this for a long time if they had no family or carers. 

I wonder what moved Thomas to act in this way and change the way things 
were done and attitudes towards the poor. Dr Barnardo himself said that. ‘I 
have always felt a positive duty was laid upon me by God to stir up the minds 
of Christian people generally to a greater sense of their responsibility’. He was 
a a man of vision and action. He did not just see a need, but took 

immediate steps to address it. 

I wonder… why Florence Nightingale and Dr Barnado felt that 
their work was an important way of living out their faith. 
 
I wonder… are we brave enough to challenge the things that are 
not right around us as they did… 
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Dear Father God, 

Today, Show us how we can make a 

difference to the world around us, 

Perhaps, say a kind word to someone 

who is sad, 

Help someone to do something 

difficult, 

Take care of the earth's resources by 

recycling something, Cheer up the 

people around us with a smile. Though 

we are so small and the world is so big, 

 Help us to make a difference to all 

whom we meet today. 

Amen. 
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This week’s poster about ONLINE CONTENT         

10 Tips to keep your children safe online is at the 

end of the newsletter.  Please continue to 

monitor your child’s online behaviour and access. 

If you need help with a specific app we have not 

highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs Hammond. 

New Booking system for wrap around care – NOW LIVE 

 

Our NEW booking system for WRAP AROUND CARE is now LIVE 
and parents and carers are welcome to book in dates till a day 
in advance. We however due to a situation you are not able to, 
please ensure to either ring the office or send in an email along 
with the payment for your child to secure a place. 
 
Dinner Money: 
Due to a large amount of unpaid dinner money from last term, 
we have set up MCAS to remind you once your balance becomes 
under £1. 
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Christmas Events at Charing Village 

 

There are lots of exciting events happening this month in the village. We are having a “Light 
Parade” from The Pavilion to the Market Place on Friday 24th November at 6pm.  
 
Father Christmas will be in his grotto at the Church from 6pm. This year the grotto will be 
Santa’s Toy workshop.  
 
There will also be a special post box for the children to send their letters by the grotto along 
with a craft fair in the Church Barn and an Adult and Children’s Tombola.  
 
Food and Drink available and there will be a Disco in the Pavilion from 8pm. 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event 

8th Novemeber Coffee Morning in Library from 2:30pm 

9th November 2024 prospective Year R parent meeting and tour 
10am -11am 

22nd November Coffee Morning in Library from 2:30pm 

29th November Parents’ Evening: 3.30pm -8pm 

5th December  Ducklings, Rabbits, Squirrels and Otters  
Pantomime in school hall- PM 

6th December Whole school - Christingle service in the hall (parents welcome)- 
2:30pm 

7th December Coffee Morning in Library from 2:30pm 

8th December All day - Woodpeckers, Badgers and Owls - Pantomime trip to 
Hazlett theatre 

11th December Ducklings, Rabbits, Squirrels and Otters - Breakfast with Santa- AM 
Woodpeckers, Badgers and Owls - Movie afternoon - PM 

12th December Ducklings and Rabbits - Nativity to school: 9.45am  
Whole school - Christmas fete: PM 

13th December Christmas service at the church- 9.20am 
Lunchtime - Whole School - Christmas dinner 
Ducklings and Rabbits - Nativity to parents: 2.15pm  

14th December Ducklings and Rabbits - Nativity to parents: 9.30am 
Squirrels and Otters - Christmas concert to parents:  
11am and 2pm 

15th December Squirrels and Otters - Christmas concert to parents: 9.30am 
  
Term 2 ends 
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