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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 
 
As you know I have been very optimistic about this new academic year and the excellent start to this term 
has only fuelled that enthusiasm further. The dedication and effort our children have shown by embracing 
school life since last Tuesday has been very good indeed. I am confident that we have placed the right staff 
in the right positions, creating an environment where every child can truly flourish and reach their full 
potential. 
 
Our Year R children deserve particular praise for the way in which they have settled into school life. I am 
really proud of how they have begun this chapter of their educational journey, and I am confident the 
positive start will continue throughout the year ahead. Their enthusiasm and adaptability have been 
remarkable. 
 
As many of you will now be aware, we have undertaken extensive building work across the school during 
the summer holidays. This ambitious project has delivered a new Owls classroom, a modern office, and a 
contemporary staff room. While I had formed a clear vision of what these spaces might look like, I am 
delighted to report that the finished results have been better than even my highest expectations. We now 
benefit from an airy and spacious staff area, a purposeful and strategically positioned office, and a 
classroom that provides the perfect learning environment for our Year 6 children. 
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Although the building company carried out a considerable amount of skilled work, I must pay particular tribute 
to Mr Cooke, our site manager, for his individual contributions to the building work and his exemplary project 
management throughout the entire programme. He has performed a sterling job and represents one of the 
unsung heroes of our school community. His dedication and expertise have been instrumental in delivering 
these outstanding facilities. 
 
Yesterday, several of our Year 6 children took the Kent Test, and I want to compliment them for their hard 
work and excellent attitude towards this important task. Their approach demonstrated the maturity and 
dedication we have come to expect from our oldest pupils. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to raise an important matter regarding children's use of mobile phones. I 
strongly encourage all parents to limit the amount of time your children spend on these devices. Our children 
need to experiencing the real world as fully as possible during their formative years and they are simply not old 
enough or sufficiently mature to navigate the complex world of messaging and social media safely and 
appropriately. There will be plenty of time to learn these skills when they are older. 
 
Following my request to parents on Wednesday regarding parking arrangements, I must remind everyone 
about the importance of being respectful when parking around our school premises. This consideration helps 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of all members of our community. 
I am disappointed by the number of holidays children have taken since our return to school, particularly 
considering that families have just enjoyed a six-week break. However, I want to commend all those children 
who have maintained excellent attendance and are working diligently to sustain this important commitment. 
Attendance remains crucial for both academic progress and social development, providing the foundation 
upon which successful learning is built. 
 
Please remember to book your parents' evening appointment for Wednesday 24th September, and ensure you 
complete the Facebook permission form if you have not already done so. These opportunities are vitally 
important in supporting your child's educational journey. 
 
As we look ahead to what promises to be a wonderful year, I am only too aware that sadly we live in times 
when hate and fear can make our world feel like a dark place. However, there are countless great things and 
remarkable people in our world, and we must look deeply to see the brightness that surrounds us. This school 
has been a particularly bright place during these first two weeks of term, and I am determined that this 
positive spirit will continue throughout the year ahead. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
Tom Bird 
Head Teacher 
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This week in worship 

 

week in Worship 
In this week’s Worship we have been looking at the Old Testament of the Bible, 

with a focus on Joshua from Joshua’s book of the Bible, Chapter 1 verses 1 9. 

Joshua had great faith in God and displayed values of trust loyalty and faith. We 

wondered what trust meant to us, who we trusted and why. Joshua helped Moses 

lead the Israelites slavery from Egypt, they wandered around in the desert waiting 

to enter into the land that God had promised them for 40 years. Moses and Joshua 

trusted in God even when things seemed too difficult. I wonder if it was easy for 

Moses and Joshua to keep trusting in God, even after wandering in the desert for 

40 years? It can be hard to trust God, but I wonder if there is anything we might 

want to put our trust in God for Strength! Courage! Don’t be timid; don’t get 

discouraged. God, your God, is with you every step you take. After the death of 

Moses the LORD said to Joshua: “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and 

all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to 

give to them—the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, 

as I promised Moses. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 

leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 

people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. After the death 

of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua: “Moses my servant 

is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River 

into the land I am about to give to them—the Israelites. I will give you every 

place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. . As I was with Moses, so I 

will be with you; I will never leave you. Be strong and courageous, because you 

will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

After the death of Moses, the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua: 

“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross 

the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—the Israelites. I will 

give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. No one will 

be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I 

will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and 

courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

ancestors to give them. Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have 

commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. Just as we fully 

obeyed Moses, so we will obey you’. Joshua was able to lead the Israelites to 

freedom when the River Jordan opened up so they could walk through it. God had 

kept his promise; Joshua’s trust, loyalty and faith in him had given him the 

courage to lead God’s people to freedom. 

I wonder…how Joshua and the people felt when they stood in the dry river. Did 

you know … It says in the Bible 365 times ‘Do not worry’. That’s one for every 

day of the year! I wonder how this promise makes you feel.  
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Dear Father God 
 

Please give me strength when I am weak, 

love when I feel forsaken, 

courage when I am afraid, 

wisdom when I feel foolish, 

comfort when I am alone, hope when I 
feel rejected, 

and peace when I am in turmoil. 

 
 

Amen. 
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ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DROP OFF 

Can we please remind parents that school gates shut at  8:55am. If you arrive 

late , please drop off your child/ children at the school office (Pedestrian gate). 

For safeguarding reasons we do not allow parents/carers to drop off their 

children to their classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is poorly and unable to come 
to school, please ensure that you inform 
the office via telephone or leave a 
message on our answer phone. Can we 
please request that all attendance 
related emails are sent to the following: 

Ms. Nimrah Rehman 
attendance@charing.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

This week’s poster about is 10 TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS AND EDICATORS 

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE TO BUILD EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE at the end of the 

newsletter.  Please continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and access. If 

you need help with a specific app we have not highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs 

Hammond. 

We would politely ask all parents/carers to park sensibly when dropping and 
while picking children off at school.  

Please be considerate that the school setting is within a neighbourhood area so 
please be mindful of village residents. 
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MEDICATION SAFETY 

  

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand that at times children are unwell and need to stay at home to 

recover, however please remember that we can administer prescribed medication 

(IF REQUIRED), so if your child is feeling better but needs medicine, this can be 

brought to the office and managed as necessary. The office would be able to assist 

in 

 this. 

 

We promote healthy eating at Charing CE Primary School and would appreciate 
parents adhering to the healthy eating guidelines as below: 
 
Sweets: Please do not pack sweets or chocolate bars. 
 
Drinks: children under 5 receive free milk with their snacks and water is 
available for everyone whenever they want to drink. Please do not send in fizzy 
drinks with your child’s packed lunch. 

 
Nut Free: Please be reminded that we are a nut-free school. We have children in school who have 
potential life-threatening nut- allergies which can be triggered by direct or indirect contact with nuts in 
the environment. To keep our children safe, we request that parents please find a nut-free alternative. 
This also includes NUTELLA or any CHOCOLATE spread. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Parents Evening is NOW LIVE! 24th September 2025 3:30 – 7:30 

Please log onto the MCAS app and book a time slot for your child/ 

children. 
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WRAPAROUND CARE: Both Breakfast and Afterschool club bookings are placed under this tab and 

payments need to be made when you book your session for your child. This is done to avoid any 

payments not made. 

PARENT CONSENT: Please select the options given to update your child’s consent.  

If payments have been made otherwise and in advance before booking the sessions, please call or 

email the office to book your child’s space.Please be reminded to clear out any 

outstanding balances under individual 

accounts of your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL DINNERS – 
Dinner Money cost £3.05 
Please be reminded school meals are to be paid for in advance. Our caterers will not allow a debt to 
build and as of next term, any unpaid accounts will result in your child not receiving a meal and you 
will need to provide a packed lunch.  
 

RECEPTION CLASS 2026 

OPEN DAY  
Friday 31st October 9:30-10:30 / 10:45-11:45 / 1:30-2:30 

Friday 7th November 9:30-10:30 / 10:45-11:45 / 1:30-2:30 

Thursday 13th November 9:30-10:30 / 10:45-11:45 / 1:30-2:30 

Friday 21st November 9:30-10:30 / 10:45-11:45 / 1:30-2:30 

Thursday 27th November 9:30-10:30 / 10:45-11:45 / 1:30-2:30 
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What’s on in and around Ashford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

   From 5th September… Bookings for parent’s evening are opened from 1:30pm on MYCAS 

24th September Parents Evening 3:30pm to 7:30pm  
 

2nd October Individual Photographs 

30th September  Kingswood installment is due 
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