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Dear Parents and Carers, 
I hope you are all well. I want to begin by apologising for the absence of our newsletter last week due to 
some unexpected problems in our production process! We are now back on track so here are our latest 
updates. 
 
This week has been an unusual one for me personally, as I have had to work from home for the first three 
days due to illness. I want to say a big thank you to Mrs Golden and Miss Humphries, who stepped up so well 
in my absence. Parents' Evening went well and if you were unable to attend, please try to catch your child's 
teacher after school to discuss their progress. 
 
Today, we have distributed a parent survey, and I warmly invite you to complete it. Your feedback is essential 
in helping us to continually improve our school and the wider educational experience we provide. 
 
As you know I'm pleased with so many aspects of our school life, but our poor attendance is still a real 
concern and a barrier to children' s progress. As I've previously mentioned, term-time holidays have not been 
at all helpful in maintaining consistent attendance. 
 
Nevertheless, amidst our daily learning, we have some wonderful achievements to celebrate. A special 
congratulation goes to Phoebe in Otters, who has achieved a distinction in her Ballet exam. Swan Lake, here 
she comes! 
 
Regarding extracurricular activities, club letters have been sent out. These will start next Monday, with the 
exception of choir, which will begin the following Monday. 
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A highlight of our recent developments is the opening of our Reflection Garden; this has been met with 
tremendous enthusiasm from the children. The beautiful space offers a calm and quiet environment for 
contemplation and relaxation. The children were particularly captivated by the water feature, generously 
donated by our PTFA. They also loved touching and smelling the flowers, which are there because of a kind 
donation from Charing Garden Society. 
 
I must point out the incredible community effort behind this project. Stephen Burgess coordinated the 
garden's planning, working alongside parent volunteers and Mr Norris and his wife. They really 
transformed the plants in the garden. All this work truly exemplifies the collaborative spirit of our school 
community. 
 
Watching the children proudly show their parents the Reflection Garden was a wonderful moment. Some 
children chose to pray, others to read, and some simply enjoyed the tranquil atmosphere of the water 
fountain. This space, created by so many, is truly for everyone. 
 
We've also been fortunate to host two school improvement advisors since our last newsletter. Both were 
delighted with the start to the school year and praised the hard work of everyone involved. 
 
As we move forward, I am continually impressed by the dedication, creativity, and spirit of our school 
community but we must improve our attendance. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful weekend. 
 
Tom Bird 
Head Teacher 
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Celebration Worship 
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This week in worship 
 

week in Worship 

In this week’s Worship, we continued our focus on people of faith. Following on from Joshua and 

Ruth, this week’s person of faith was Samuel. Our Bible text was from: Samuel chapter 1 verses 1 - 3. 

We began by looking at Hannah, a person who kept on praying; she had a great faith in God and 

spent a long time praying that God would give her a baby. I wonder how Hannah felt when she was 

praying in the temple for a baby. I wonder how Hannah felt when God answered her prayers. 

Hannah promised God that when her baby was very young she would bring him back to God, in the 

temple. Sometimes, we have to wait for God’s timing as he tells his people his timings are best. This 

can be hard especially if you have to wait for a long time. Christians believe that it is important to 

pray and wait to see how God will answer their prayers. They believe that God will do this as part of 

his bigger plan for his people. We spent time thinking about how important it is to listen. Sometimes, 

we talk a lot but never listen to those who are talking to us. Hannah took Samuel to the temple to 

live with a priest called Eli who served in the temple. One night, Samuel woke up because he heard 

someone calling his name. He dashed out of bed and ran to Eli’s bed. ‘Here I am! You called me!’ he 

said. ‘No, I didn’t,’ replied Eli. ‘Go back to bed!’ Samuel went back to sleep. However, soon after, 

Samuel woke up again, he heard the same voice calling out his name. This happened three times. Eli 

realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. When Samuel arrived at Eli’s bed, Eli said, ‘Go back 

to bed, if you hear the voice again, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening’. Samuel went back 

to bed, before long, he heard his name being called again. God started speaking to Samuel when he 

was just a boy, and giving him messages to pass on to the people, but it was also a job that God had 

for him to do for the rest of his life. I wonder how Samuel must have felt to hear from God at such a 

young age. Samuel had to listen carefully to God as God had a special message he wanted him to 

share with Eli. As Samuel grew up, God continued to speak through him and all of Israel listened to 

him. I wonder if we find it easy to listen to important maybe we can be more like Samuel and listen 

really carefully to the right voices. Hannah prayed silently to God. She prayed in her heart. Samuel 

heard the voice of God when he was silently asleep. God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening 

is the beginning of prayer. 
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Dear Father God, thank you that 
you spoke to Samuel when he was 
still a child. Please help us all to 

be good listeners like Samuel. 
Help us to make time to listen to 
others. Help us to remember that 

listening is often much more 
important than speaking. 

 Amen 
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INTERNET SAFETY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DROP OFF 

Can we please remind parents that school gates shut at  8:55am. If you arrive late , 

please drop off your child/ children at the school office (Pedestrian gate). 

For safeguarding reasons we do not allow parents/carers to drop off their children to 

their classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE - If your child is poorly and unable to come to school, 
please ensure that you inform the office via telephone or leave a 
message on our answer phone. Can we please request that all 
attendance related emails are sent to the following: 

Mrs Alessandra Alexander 
attendance@charing.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

This week’s poster about is 10 TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS AND EDICATORS 

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE TO BUILD EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE at the end of the 

newsletter.  Please continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and access. If 

you need help with a specific app we have not highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs 

Hammond. 

We would politely ask all parents/carers to park sensibly when dropping and 
while picking children off at school.  

Please be considerate that the school setting is within a neighbourhood area so 
please be mindful of village residents. 

 

  

 

Parents Evening is NOW LIVE! 24th September 2025 3:30 – 7:30 

Please log onto the MCAS app and book a time slot for your child/ 

children. 

 



Compassion        Friendship      Forgiveness      Resilience       Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

SCHOOL DINNERS – cost £3.05 
Please be reminded school meals are to be paid for in advance. Our caterers will 
not allow a debt to build and as of next term, any unpaid accounts will result in 
your child not receiving a meal and you will need to provide a packed lunch.  
 

MEDICATION SAFETY - We understand that at times children are unwell and need 

to stay at home to recover, however please remember that we can administer 

prescribed medication (IF REQUIRED), so if your child is feeling better but needs 

medicine, this can be brought to the office and managed as necessary. The office 

would be able to assist in this 

  

 

 

  

EAT WELL - We promote healthy eating at Charing CE Primary School and would 
appreciate parents adhering to the healthy eating guidelines as below: 
 
Sweets: Please do not pack sweets or chocolate bars. 
Drinks: children under 5 receive free milk with their snacks and water is available 
for everyone whenever they want to drink. Please do not send in fizzy drinks with 
your child’s packed lunch. 

 

 Please be reminded that we are a nut-free school. We have children in school 
who have potential life-threatening nut- allergies which can be triggered by 
direct or indirect contact with nuts in the environment. To keep our children 
safe, we request that parents please find a nut-free alternative. This also 
includes NUTELLA or any CHOCOLATE spread. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

WRAPAROUND CARE: Both Breakfast and Afterschool club bookings are 

placed under this tab and payments need to be made when you book your 

session for your child. This is done to avoid any payments not made. 

If payments have been made otherwise and in advance before booking the 

sessions, please call or email the office to book your child’s space. Please be 

reminded to clear out any outstanding balances under 

individual accounts of your children. 

PARENT CONSENT: Please select the options given to update your child’s 

consent 



Compassion        Friendship      Forgiveness      Resilience       Hope 

                         

                     Charing School term dates   Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

2nd October Individual Photographs 

30th September  Kingswood installment is due 

13th October Harvest Festival 

26th September  Last chance to purchase the Y6 Leavers Hoodies  

 
Home-start is looking for volunteers. 

 If you would like to know more, please visit their website  

http://home-start-ashford.co.uk/volunteer/ 

 

file://///vFS-01.Charing.Kent.local/AdminStaffData$/UserData/aalexander/Documents/NEWSLETTER%2019.09.25.docx
file://///vFS-01.Charing.Kent.local/AdminStaffData$/UserData/aalexander/Documents/NEWSLETTER%2019.09.25.docx
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         Email: office@charing.kent.sch.uk  

Website: www Telephone: 01233 712277 

Email: office@charing.kent.sch.uk  

Website: www.charingschool 
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